
 
 
 

 

 

 
Spendit green is a socially responsible consuming service which allows purchasers to monitor and evaluate 
the impact of their purchasing choices on the environment, the local economy, and personal health. The 
Local Roots implementation of Spendit Green and Spendit Healthy provides this information for purchases 
through the online ordering system. These values are reported on each invoice, with customer totals for the 
past twelve months reported in a table at the top of the page when a member logs in to the ordering system. 
See the following two pages for images of the receipt and customer portal page. 
 
For the Local Roots implementation, Spendit Green provides estimates of carbon and energy savings and 
additional local income generated, and Spendit Healthy provides approximate nutrition values. 
Energy savings, carbon savings, and additional local income generated are calculated as the difference 
between estimated values for products purchased through the “business-as-usual” global economic system 
in Wayne County and the Local Roots economic system, which is a “partial local economy.”  Here, local 
products pass directly from local producer to local consumer without the costs of purchaser to wholesaler, 
wholesaler operations, and transportation from wholesaler to retailer. We use the term “partial local 
economy” since producers still participate to some extent in the global economy for supplies. 

• Carbon savings are defined as the estimated reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by shopping at 
Local Roots, measured in pounds of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e). As a reference point, 
burning a gallon of gasoline emits around 19.2 pounds of CO2e (US EPA). Depending on what is in 
a customer’s basket of products, around $100 of purchases at Local Roots will offset emissions from 
two gallons of gasoline. 

• Energy savings are defined as the estimated energy saved by shopping at Local Roots, measured in 
million British Thermal Units (mmbtu). Depending on what is in a customer’s basket of products, 
around $100 of purchases at Local Roots will save 0.2 mmbtu of energy. As a reference point, this 
savings offsets the amount of electric power used by an average household in Ohio for two days (US 
DOE). 

• Additional local income generated is defined as the additional amount of local personal, business, 
and government income received that results from shopping at Local Roots, measured in dollars. 
Depending on what is in a customer’s basket, for every $100 spent at Local Roots an additional $50 
of local income will be generated compared to purchases at stores doing business-as-usual.  

• Approximate total calories, grams of carbohydrate, fat, and protein, and milligrams of cholesterol 
are reported based on USDA nutritional values per 100 grams of a product. At Local Roots the 
USDA values are applied by product category rather than by each product, using average weights of 
products within a category. For instance, for the category “Bread,” if a customer purchases a big loaf 
of bread rather than an average sized loaf, the nutrition values will be under-reported. Even though 
these values are approximate, we hope that cumulative nutrition accounting will provide valuable 
information to you and your family for eating a healthy diet.  

 
If you have any questions about Spendit green or Spendit healthy information, please contact Tom Yoder at 
tyoder@decisioncommerce.com or 330-201-7458. 



 
 

 



 
 

 


